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PART IX. The Royal Forces

Naval
Reserve.

Dominion
Navies.

Royal Air
Force.

to the Army and Air Force and they do not call for separate dis-
cussion.1 Despite its prerogative basis, the Navy comes under the
control of Parliament, since its estimates are presented annually, as
are those of the other services, to Parliament and the consequential
votes in Committee of Supply afford full opportunity for discussion
of naval administration and expenditure, which on account of con-
structional requirements is often controversial.

The Naval Reserve consists of two main divisions: the Royal
Naval Reserve, recruited from members of the Merchant Navy; and
the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve which includes an Air Branch
and provided the huge expansion in commissioned rank during the
Second World War. A division of the Naval Reserve known as the
Royal Fleet Reserve is recruited compulsorily from men who sign an
engagement for seven years' active service and voluntarily from those
who have done twelve years or from men who served on a temporary
engagement for at least three years during the Second World War.

Naval forces, under the control of their own Parliaments and
Governments for all purposes, including discipline,2 except when
serving with the Royal Navy,3 are maintained by four of the
Dominions, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the Union of
South Africa. India possesses, as does Pakistan, a comparatively
small force largely for the purpose of replacing the Royal Indian
Marine.

The Royal Air Force was constituted in 1917 as a force separate from
both the Army and the Navy. The naval arm was transferred back to
the Royal Navy before the Second World War as the Fleet Air Arm.
and is now part of the Executive branch of the Navy, The Air Force
does not call for separate notice from the point of view of constitu-
tional law, as its position closely resembles that of the Army and its
Reserve Forces.

Women in
the Post-
War Armed
Forces.

C*
Women's Forces.
The women's land, air and naval forces raised during the
Second World War were not disbanded and have since become part
of the regular and reserve forces under the titles of Women's Royal
Army Corps, Women's Royal Air Force and Women's Royal Naval
Service. The Army and Air Force (Women's Service) Act, 1948,
gave power to raise and maintain the land and air forces, to grant
1  A civilian on board a naval yessel may be tried by naval court-martial for
seducing from their duty or allegiance members of the navy: Naval Discipline
Act, 1866, s. 13; the maximum penalty for this offence is death.
2  See Naval Discipline (Dominion Naval Forces) Act, 1911.
* See Colonial (Naval Defence) Act, 1931.